218                               A GYMKANA.

By way of amusement for the servants and
camp-followers, we got up another gymkana, and
hundreds of the villagers came to see and to join
in the sport. The first event was an obstacle
race, in which they had to jump over and crawl
under hurdles and tent sheeting, ending up with
a small barrel with both ends out, through which
they had to crawl. Though barely big enough
for one man, they would make for it two or three
at a time, and got jammed in the middle, so that
it was a wonder none of them were seriously
injured. This was followed by elephant and
camel-races, the meeting winding up with a
menagerie race, or animals, each driven by a dif-
ferent man, and included sambur, chetal, a wild
cat, a dog, a donkey, fowl, frog, and monkey, and
was won by the latter, driven by the Nawab. At
our various camps, presents of live animals had
been made to the Nawab, so by this time he had
a large collection round his tent, and the young
deer of different sorts had become quite tame,
and would follow their keepers anywhere.